
 
  

  

 

   

 

  Timeline   
753 B.C. 54 B.C. 27 B.C. 43 AD 60/61 AD 79 AD 122 AD 312 AD 410 AD 

Rome was 

founded by 

Romulus and 

Remus 

(myth) 

Julius Caesar 

attempts to 

invade Britain 

(successful). 

The Emperor 

Augustus 

establishes the 

Roman Empire 

Invasion 

ordered by 

Claudius is 

successful 

Revolt against 

the Romans led 

by Boudicca in 

Britain 

Vesuvius 

erupts 

destroying 

Pompeii 

Hadrian’s Wall built 

to separate Scotland 

and England 

Roman Britain is 

converted to 

Christianity by 

Constantine 

Roman rule 

ends in 

Britain 

 Key Vocabulary 

BC Before Christ. The time before the birth of Jesus Christ. 

AD Anno Domini (Latin) meaning in the year of our lord or 

after the birth of Christ.  

Celts Tribes of people who rebelled against the Romans.  

Century A division of the Roman army made up of 80 soldiers 

and led by a centurion.  

Empire Controlled from Rome, the Empire included most of 

Europe, the Mediterranean and North Africa. 

Emperor The leader of an empire. 

Legion The main unit of the Roman army. It generally had 

around 5,400 soldiers divided up into groups of men 

called cohorts and centuries.  

Consul Highest position in the Roman government.  

Senate The Roman government, made up of senators. 

Invasion One country attacking another to take it over. 

Aqueduct A manmade channel used for delivering water to Roman 

towns. Public fountains and baths made water available 

to everyone. Wealthy Romans had running water in 

their homes.  

Romans on the Rampage 

What impact has the Roman Empire has on 

Britain? 

The Romans lived in Italy, in a city called Rome. Rome still exists today and is the 
capital city of Italy. They had a huge impact on how we live our lives today and gave us 
things like ways to get clean water, ways to build roads and even the basis of our 
language. Britain was even part of the Roman Empire for a while, so a lot of the things 
the Romans did have stuck with us.   

 

Famous Figures 

 

Julius Caesar (100 B.C. – 44 B.C.) 
Julius Caesar successfully took over Britain in his second 
attempted raid in 54 BC. He took big and strong legions 
and had success. Some British tribes were forced to pay 
with luxury items in order to carry on living how they 
were. He won many battles but was only emperor for a 

year until he was killed by his political enemies on the 
Ides of March (15th March). Although he invaded Britain 
twice, he did not set up any forts. 
Caesar Augustus (63 B.C. – 14 A.D.) 
Seen as the first real Roman Emperor when he took 

power in 27 BC, he was Julius Caesar’s adopted son. 
That’s why 27 BC is seen as the true date of the start of 

the Roman Empire. 
Claudius (10 A.D. – 54 A.D.) 
Led to the successful invasion of Britain and was 
responsible for building lots of new roads and aqueducts 
throughout the Empire. 
Queen Boudicca (30 A.D – 60/61 (A.D) 
The Romans decided that the Iceni tribe needed to start 

paying taxes but Celtic Queen Boudicca, the ruler of the 
tribe, refused to let this happen and formed an army to 
fight the Romans. Her campaign was initially successful 

but eventually her forces were defeated at the Battle of 
Watling Street in 61AD. 
Hadrian (76 A.D. – 138 A.D) 

In AD122, Emperor Hadrian ordered his soldiers to build 
a wall between Scotland and Roman England to defend 
the Roman occupied land from frequent attacks by The 
Picts. This meant the Romans could charge taxes to 
people who wanted to come in. The wall was 117km 
long, with castles, guarded turrets, major forts, 
barracks, bath houses and even hospitals.  

 
 
 

Romans as Soldiers 
One of the main reasons Rome became so 
powerful was because of the strength of its army. 
It conquered a vast empire that stretched from 
Britain all the way to the Middle East. The army 

was very advanced for its time. The soldiers 
were the best trained, they had the best weapons 
and the best armour. Being a soldier was a 
serious business. When the Romans invaded 
Britain, their army was so good that it took on 
armies 10 times its size and won! 
 

 


